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Last night we talked about the shofar and about the 3 notes of the shofar, but,
yet, there is another question that we can ask about the shofar. Why is it that
every time we make a Teruah or a Shvorim or a Shvorim Teruah we bracket it with
the Tekiah? There is a Tekiah in the front and a Tekiah in the back. Why should
this be? What's more, if we look in the davening of the Rosh Hashonna we will
notice that in the prayer:that is special for this holiday, we know that in the
Amidah we have 3 bleseings that are said first and 3 blessings that are said last
that are the same for every Amidah, whether it is a weekday, holiday, or Shabbos.

Th:the middle Amidah we have the Kedushas Hayom, the sanctity of the day, where

the day is talked about, whether it is a Shabbos or holiday, etc. In the Kedushas
Hayom of Rosh Hashonna we talk about the main themes of Rosh Hashonna. 1In the
Mussaf we also add 3 other prayers, but in the Kedushas Hayom that we say in Shacharis,
the morning service, and at Mincha, the afternoon service, and Maariv, the evening
service, we mention the main themes of Rosh Hashonna. We do in Mussaf, too, although
we add these 3 othersprayers, the Malchuyos and Zichronos and Shofros. What is

it that is the central cheme of this Kedushas Hayom? That is the universal note

and that is, "Lord, our G-d, put Thy awe upon all that You have made.” In other
words, Rosh Hashonna is a day which is not just for the Jewish people but for

all peoples, for all creatures, and we ask that "Your fear shall be on all that

You have created, and they shall fedr You, all that You have made, and they shall
worship before You and they shall all be made one band to.do Your will with a

full heart." We see here that the very first thing that we pray for is that G-d
should be recognized by all the peoples of the world. It does not say that He

should be worshipped identically. It says they should all be made one band.

A band is composed of many strands. Then afterwards we pray for the Jewish peppte.
Then we say, "And so You showld give honor throughout Your people, praise to those

who fear You, good hope to those who seek You..." We also mention here about

David HaMelech. "Give rising strength to David, Thy servant, a shinipg light

to the son of Jesse." Then we pray for ourselves as individuals. But notice

that the Torah here speaks about the universal. In fact, it does it throughout
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the davening. In the Torah portion that we read we first read about Hagar, who
was not a Jew, and her son Ishmael and how they were sent out of the camp and
how G-d rescues them. Then we learn about the treaty that Abrahdm made with Avi

Melech. This is the reading that we have on the very first day of Rosh Hashonna.

Why should this be?

We can see that on this holiday we learn that really it is wrong to be segregated,
to be divided from the rest of humanity, that humanity is composed of various
strands that must work together. Judaism does not believe that people should

divide for the sake of dividing, that people should be separate for the sake of
being separate, that Judaism believes that people should divide in order that

they can reunite’on a higher plane. Of course, if you have separate goals and
values, then you have to be separate but you have to realize, too, bhat you share

a lot of goals and values with all humanity and then you have to regain your ability
to reunite‘with them on a higher level. That, of course, 1is what the rabbis are
teaching us here on Rosh Hashonna. On Rosh Hashonna separation is wrong. Unity

is right and is the preferred condition, and we should all strive to unite on

a higher level. The rabbis also tell us that Rosh Hashonna was the birthday of
Abraham. Abraham, himself, when he was circumcized when he was 99 years old,

went to all his friends and asked whether he should be circumcized. All his friends
said no except for Mamrai. Mamrai said, yes, he should do it. Abraham was terribly
afraid that if he would be circumcized he would no longer be able to relate to

the peoples around him and, therefore, he thought that if he would be different

he could no longer have any influence on the people around him, but Mamrai told

him that was wrong. After all, if you want to learn to play the violin you do

not go to a person who does not know how to play the violin. You g0 to a person
who is different from you, a person who knows how to play the violin. Therefore,
Abraham, if you want to stand for morality and G-d's-rule in the world it is all

right that you are different. People will come to you because you have something
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to offer them. You are different, and because Mamrai gave Abraham this advice,

G-d appeared to Abraham in the oaks of Mamrai.

We also learn in the very beginning of the Torah, itself, that division is wrong.
All the days of the creation it says they were good except for the second day.

On the second day G-d divided the waters, but He did reunite them. He only gathered
together the waters again on the third day. Therefore, it says twice.''it was

good'" on the third day because once again He gathered together the waters and

also the other creations that He created on that day. Division is wrong. Division
is what Korach tried to do when he tried to destroy the Jewish people because

he tried to divide just so he could get more wealth and more honor. That is,
unfortunately, what many politicians do, too, :In-ofder to get elected they try

to divide the:people instead of unite thepeople. They try to pit one group against
another. Of course, when Korach yelled at Moshe and said, "Why do you set yourself
up above the peopié?" it was, according to the rabbis, actually a compliment because
Moshe was able to see the interests of all the people. He was able to work together
for all the people to make a harmonious whole. The problem, though, is that many
time:we know that we have to divide in order to nurture our own ideals, before

we can reunite on a higher level. The problem is that many time the mechanisms
which cause us to reunite on a higher level have broken down. After all, Israel
would like to reunite- with the Arabs in the Middle East and form some sort of

bonds with them, commercial bonds, cultural bonds, that interchange of peoples

and languages and cultures that would be beneficial to all the groups, especially
in science and agriculture, etc. We could be a big boon to them inrmedicine and
all sorts of other fields. Therefore, it breaks down. We know that in life as
children grow older they have to rebel. They have to separate themselves from
their parents so they can have their own identity. Many times the better the
parent the harder the separation is because a parent loves his child so much he

does not want to see his child make a mistake, but sometimes you have to let the
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child go. You have to let your boy in college choose what he wants to be and

how he wants to act and what he wants to grow into, but it is a difficult choice
sometimes. Parents know and: hope and pray that just as they had a break with
their ‘parents but they reunited on a higher level, so their children should do

so, too. Unfortunately, in our society today there is no mechanism for children
to reunite. They separate but they do not reunite, and especially when it comes
to the Jewish values that we want to implant into our children, that these vilues
are having difficulty because children, and, of course, you have to have an excellent
Jewish education when you go away and interact with the rest of the world because
otherwise you can be buffaloed and seduced by the rest of the world. These values
must be able to be retained, and in order for these values to be retained we have
to service our young people. If we look at Bnai Brith Hillel chapters they are
way underfunded. Our community does not give them hardly anything to do the job.
They have thousands of students on campus and maybe one little office with one
littde-person. If you do not fund it when this is the most crucial time in a
person's life when they are establishing their own values and they are looking

for a spouse and many times because they have broken with their parents they have
no mechanism to reunite on a higher level. Sometimes this happens with religious
youngsters, too. I advise parents not to send religious youngsters to any old
college. Make sure that you send them to a Jewish college first, to a place where
they are many, many Jewsif not to a Jewish college. Send them where they can
reunite with their heritage easily. Unfortunately, this is not happening, and,
unfortunately, we see that many times parents, because they are interested in
their children going to the best schools, send their children away even when they
dre way too young, when they are not yet emotionally mature. Therefore, they

form alliances with certain people they should not and get filled with wrong ideas.

Our society today is falling down because there is no way for them to reunite.
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We see that, too, with singles and with divorced people. There is no mechanism
in our community to keep them together. In fact, when people stay many years
away from their families single, without being married, their ties to Judaism
get more and more tenuous. We have to figure a way that people are integrated
into our community so that they retain their loyalty to the Jewish community.
That is a huge task, but we must, when we divide, we must divide on condition

that we are ready and willing to reunite on a higher plane.

We learn, too, about Jacob in the service because Jacob was able to interact with
everyone. He had a great and positive Jewish education. He was able to interact
with Laban, with Esau, with the people of Canaan,even though there were some tragic
consequences with his sons in the city of Schem. He was able to interact with

phe people of Egypt and still maintain his identity and the identity of his children
because he knew how to reunite on a higher plane without surrendering his own
individuality. This, of course, is something that is very important. It is very
important that we all know how to divide but not to.divide to be divided but divide

in order to reunite on a higher plane. L se. bE o taare

That, of course, is why there is a Tekiah after every Shvorim and a Tekiah after
every Teruah because within the Shvorim and within the Teruah, which stands for
man's struggle to maintain himself and his own identity to maintain himself and
understard his inner needs, that he realizes that eventually he is going to have

to reunite with others on a higher plane.

T am reminded of the story they tell about an actor who could not hold a job because
he could not remember his lines. One director had pity on him and he decided

to give him a job. He gave him one line to memorize. He told him, "Listen, the
cannon is going to go off and all you have to say is, 'Hark, the herald come'."

He practiced and practiced. The play was a good play and was supposed to run

for 20 weeks so he would have a job for almost half a year. The big day came
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and he came out on the stage. The cannon went boom, and he turned around and

yelled, "What the heck was that?" Unfortunately, that is what many of our young
people do when they go off to a college campus. They look at-everything that

is around them, and when people try to remind them about Judaism they say, "What

the heck was that?" They forget all about it. That is one of the reasons we

have such a svaring intermarriage rate. That's why we have such a problem maintaining
the Jewish community. It is not just youngsters.either. The older people, too,

when they get widowed or divorced they, too, do not choose a Jewish spouse. Therefore,
we have to recognize that when people are divided from the community we have to
integrate or reintegrate them on a higher level. We have to pour more resources

and thought into that. Let us all hope that we will do that so that quickly we

will reverse these terrible statistics and quickly our Jewish people will once

again regain its equilibrium and balance so truly we can be a light to the nations

and truly we can integrate with all the nations of the world on a higher level

so that truly the day will come when G-d's name will be one-gnd will be recognized
throughout the world as one and when all nations will band together in one band

to serve G-d's will. Let that day come scon. Let the Mashiach come soon to bring

it about. Amen.




